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Donita Lawless was one
of the original three
authors of the Russell
County chapter of
Kentucky Agency for
Substance Abuse Policy
(KY ASAP) in 2003. The
success of this effort laid
the foundation for the
present Russell County
Partners in Prevention,
Inc., the federally funded
Drug Free Communities
program.

Donita has a Bachelor’s
Degree in Counseling and

Partners in Prevention has
been housed for the past
two years in rented office
space at Premier Drug.
Starting this month,
however, work has started
in the old jailer's house
beside the courthouse to
turn it into the new
headquarters for Partners
in Prevention.

We plan on holding an
open house as soon as
renovations are finished.
This is a very exciting time
for us! We want to thank
Mickey Garner for his
cooperation as we sought
to obtain the house for our
new office space.

Human Services. She
received her degree after
3 Y years as a full time
student as well as working

position as a Grants
Project Director with
Russell County Partners
in Prevention, Inc.

a full time position and a
part-time position. Donita
graduated with Honors
and received the
Outstanding Achievement
Award in May 2004.

Donita worked as
assistant director of the
Russell County Youth
Services Center for 11
years before recently
accepting a full-time

The old jailer’s house
will be the new
headquarters for
RCPIP. It is located on
the right side of the
courthouse, behind
H.K. Cooper law
office.




Executive Board Members

presented Vicki Merrill with a

plaque of appreciation.

“Far and away the best

prize that life offers is
the chance to work hard

at work worth doing.”
-Theodore Roosevelt

Partners in Prevention
held their first annual
coalition banquet on June
21 at the Lake
Cumberland State Park.
Thirty members were in
attendance as the
coalition celebrated the
past year's progress.

Kelly Phillips presented a
slide show of events the
coalition, especially the
Drug-Free Student
Council, participated in
this past year. Brenna
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A lot of you have asked
how Vicki is doing and what
she is currently involved in
since her move back to
Northern Kentucky. Here it
is in her words:

Dear Friends at RCPIP:

Thank you so much for your
warm reception at the
annual coalition banquet.
The plaque is a wonderful
reminder of the time we
worked together to develop
the coalition and begin
tackling the drug issues that
face the youth of Russell
County. | am proud to have
been involved with the
beginnings of RCPIP and
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Meetings will be held at
11:00 AM at Jamestown

Christian Church
Fellowship Hall.

Murray and Morgan Antle
presented a slide show
from the trip that Teresa
Murray, Kelly Phillips,
Brenna Murray and
Morgan Antle took to
Washington, D.C. in
February to attend the
CADCA National
Leadership Forum.

Vicki Merrill was
presented with a plaque of
appreciation for her hard
work and involvement in
the coalition since its

look forward to hearing
about the great strides you
will make in the near future.

Some of you have inquired
about what I'm currently
doing. I'm at a great place
in my life right now;

I'm starting a new journey.
It was important for me to
find a position that | felt like
| could make a difference in
someone's life and feel
comfortable with the
organization's staff and
leadership. | have
accepted a social work
position with Hospice. Your
first response is probably,
"Oh what a depressing job"
or "Is that all she could
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inception in 2003.

We want to thank all of
you who attended and
celebrated with us. We
ARE making a difference!

Kelly and Vicki pose for a picture
at the banquet.

find." Let me reassure you
that neither is the case. |
turned down several other
positions as | looked for the
right job. In addition,
depressing is not how |
would describe what |

do; rewarding is a better
word. | will be helping
people live their lives out
comfortably and with
quality. When | lost my
brother in January '06,
Hospice was a tremendous
help to my sister-in-law and
her children. | will feel
blessed if | can just do

a little of what they did for
my family.

Vicki

August 23

September 27

October 25
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Have prevention related news

to share?

Email it to: Kelly@rcpip.org




